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A LOVING FATHER 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

Job 38:1-11 

The Lord Answers Job 

38 Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind and said: 

2 “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 

3 Dress for action[a] like a man; 

    I will question you, and you make it known to me. 

4 “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 

    Tell me, if you have understanding. 

5 Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 

    Or who stretched the line upon it? 

6 On what were its bases sunk, 

    or who laid its cornerstone, 

7 when the morning stars sang together 

    and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 

8 “Or who shut in the sea with doors 

    when it burst out from the womb, 

9 when I made clouds its garment 

    and thick darkness its swaddling band, 

10  and prescribed limits for it 

    and set bars and doors, 

11 and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, 

    and here shall your proud waves be stayed’? 
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I once knew a fine young man who became a father in his senior year of high school. 

In high school, he had been an outstanding athlete. A full-ride scholarship to play 

baseball at a large university had been offered to him. He was the envy of all his 

friends. Everything seemed to be working out for him, until the university discovered 

that he had gotten his girlfriend pregnant. The scholarship offer was withdrawn. He felt 

that he needed to forget about college anyway. He felt that he needed to get a job, 

so he could help support his child. He went to speak to his pastor. He told him 

everything, and with a tear running down his cheek, he said, “How could God let this 

happen to me?” Well, the months went by, and the baby was born. One day, the fine 

young man and his girlfriend came to see the pastor about getting the baby baptized. 

When they walked into the pastor’s office, the fine young man proudly held his child in 

his arms. This time the young man said, “You see, Pastor, everything happens for a 

reason.” 

 

Now, we would all agree that God knit that child together in its mother’s womb, as it 

says in Psalm 139. But would we say God planned that pregnancy; it was meant to 

be? Then we would be saying that God planned for them to have sex outside of 

marriage. And that God wanted this child to be born to a couple of kids, who had no 

idea how to raise a child, and whose prospects for making a living were not good. 

I don’t think we would want to say that. But that’s what the young man was saying. He 

made God responsible. First, bad responsible. “How could God let this happen to 

me?”  Secondly, good responsible. “Everything happens for a reason.” In other words, 

God planned for this to happen. God planned for me to suffer and had a reason for it: 

that cute little baby got to be born.  

 

But does everything happen for a reason? Did God plan your sufferings and hardships 

in advance and have a good reason for each of them?  
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That question is a big part of what the Book of Job is about. Both Job and his friends 

did the same thing that fine young man did: they made God responsible. They made 

God responsible for all of the suffering Job endured. In a single day he lost all of his 

vast wealth and his children. As if that wasn’t enough he then lost his health. And Job 

blamed God for it. He accused God of being unfair. “Teach me and I will be quiet; 

show me where I have been wrong… If I have sinned, what have I done to You, O 

watcher of men? Why have You made me Your target? Why do the wicked live on, 

growing old and increasing in power? They spend their years in prosperity and go 

down to the grave in peace. Yet, they say to God, ‘Leave us alone! We have no 

desire to know Your ways!’” (Job 6:24; 7:20; 21:7, 13-14) Job accuses God of making 

him suffer while making the wicked people wealthy and happy. Job’s friends also 

made God responsible. Job, since you are suffering, you must have done something 

bad for which God is punishing you. Just confess to God the bad thing you’ve done 

and He will restore your fortunes. “If you will look to God and plead with the Almighty, 

He will rouse Himself on your behalf and restore you to your rightful place.” (Job 8:5,6) 

Job and his friends made God responsible for Job’s suffering. 

 

But God did not remain silent. Our Old Testament reading today is part of God’s 

response to them. In which God basically says, “Who do you think you are?” “Who is 

this that darkens my counsel with words without knowledge?” In other words, “God is 

God, and you are not.” God literally tells us His creatures what He wants us to know 

about Himself… and nothing more. He does not permit us to make up stuff, to fill in the 

gaps about Him, to try to reason and guess all the rest, words without knowledge. He 

does not permit us to make up words that cannot be backed up with Scripture. 

 

What does the Bible say about why Job suffered? In Job’s opening chapters it is the 

devil who wants Job to suffer. It is the devil who causes Job to suffer. It had nothing to 

do with punishment. And in His response to Job God did not give Job a reason nor did 

He suggest that there was a hidden reason that was really for Job’s good. Nor does He 

say anything like that anywhere else in the Bible. He never says, “Everything happens 

for a reason.” 
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Nor does He give you a reason for your suffering. Nowhere in the Bible does it say that 

Linda Dunn will break her foot on June 13th because… Sin and sorrow have been 

unloosed into the world ever since the Fall in the Garden. So, bad stuff, evil stuff 

happens that brings suffering. But God is not the author or planner of such evil. Like the 

mass murder in Charleston on Wednesday night. Would we dare say to the grieving 

folks of Charleston, “Everything happens for a reason”?  

 

All that would do is relieve folks of their responsibility. Not God but that fine young man 

is responsible for his actions, his choices, and his decisions in engaging in premarital 

sex. Not God but that young white man in Charleston is responsible for his actions, his 

choices, and his decisions in going into a historically African-American church, the site 

of previous racially-motivated crimes, and shooting African-Americans. Making God 

somehow responsible for such actions merely covers over the wounds. The wounds of 

this nation. Indeed, all of us carry wounds from when someone made an unwise 

choice or an unwise decision that personally affected us. Covering the wounds by 

making God somehow responsible will not bring the healing that can come only by 

acknowledging the wound and seeking reconciliation.  

 

On Father’s Day, making God responsible for suffering, for infecting or disabling our 

bodies, robs us of seeing God as a loving Father. The loving parent He has revealed 

Himself to be through the Scriptures. The God revealed in the Book of Job, the God of 

the Old Testament, revealed through Moses and the prophets is not a God who is 

distant, planning either blessing or suffering for folks’ lives.  

 

Rather, He was in constant conversation with the human creatures He made, in 

constant relationship with them, like parents are with their kids. In His creation, all that 

he made was good, not evil. Like a loving Father, God took dust from the earth and 

breathed into it the breath of life. Was it to create suffering that He called out in the 

Garden of Eden, “Adam, where are you?” As a loving parent, God sought and 

cajoled, warned and condemned, wooed and consoled His people throughout 

Israel’s history. Sometimes He spoke directly, as when He spoke to the prophets. 

Sometimes He spoke to the people indirectly through dreams or visions or through the 

words of the prophets. But God just kept talking.  

 



 
5 

God is not to be seen as distant and to be figured out. He is to be seen as the person 

who comes to you to die and rise again for you His creature whom He so dearly loves. 

He is the parent who sometimes vents His disgust at our little faith, at not taking Him at 

His Word, but who is also tender, gentle, loving, kind, and caressing as He lifts us up to 

sit upon His lap. He is not the author or planner of suffering. There isn’t always a reason 

for suffering. But He does promise that when suffering comes into our lives “He will work 

all things together for our good.” (Romans 8:28) He wants only good for us, and the 

resurrection body of His Son tells us that that is only and always how He wants our lives 

to be. This He tells us clearly in the Bible as a loving Father, who desires nothing more 

than to talk with His children so that we may be able in all circumstances to fear, love 

and trust in Him above all things.  

 

Amen 

   

   

 


